The video shows a sketch of the near field phase (top) as well as the corresponding calculated far field (bottom) for the transition from abrupt to continuous π-phase shift. It starts with an abrupt π-phase shift, where the upper part (red) of the ring is π-shifted and the lower part (blue) is unshifted. The calculated far field shows a central intensity maximum and a vertical symmetry axis. As the video proceeds, the near field phase is transformed into two continuous π-phase shifts. Consequently, the calculated far field exhibits a counter clockwise rotation of its symmetry axis.
